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Have you seen the results from this 
year’s Great Backyard Bird Count?  
Records were shattered thanks to all of 
you that participated!   

Checklists can still be submitted 
until March 1st for the weekend of 
February 12-15th which means the final 
tally is not ready. But as of now, 5,456 
species were recorded world-wide with 
155,904 checklists submitted. That is 
more than 200 additional species 

compared to last year and 
almost 24,000 more 
checklists. 

These checklists came in from 130 
countries. Over 123,000 checklists came 
in from the United States. By the way, 
Ohio ranked ninth of the states 
submitting checklists with California 
coming in at number one.  India had the 
most species with 728 and Mexico was 
second with 684 while our own USA 
had 657.   

It was a fun weekend of counting and 
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Volunteers the lifeblood of ASGC 

It’s scholarship time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the second year, the ASGC is 

awarding scholarships to five eligible 
high school students. This scholarship is 
a non-renewable award of $1000, and is 
open to all college bound seniors fitting 
the eligibility criteria regardless of GPA 
or financial need.  

To be eligible, a student must be 
graduating in May, 2016, and planning 
to attend an accredited college or 
university in the fall. Students must be 
planning to major in Environmental 
Science, Science Education, Natural 
Resources or a related field in the 
Natural Sciences. Priority will be given 
to those students who plan to pursue a 
career in the environmental sciences.  

For an application, see your school 
guidance counselor or visit our website 
a t  www.c leve landaudubon.o rg. 
Applications are due April 1st. 

Cal l ing volunteers the 
“lifeblood” of Audubon sounds 
campy and trite, but it's so true! 
Without volunteers, there is no 
ASGC. Volunteers maintain the 
sanctuaries, educate our members 
and communities, handle our 
finances and taxes, and make 
decisions on the organization's 
future, for no reward other than 
our thanks, and, perhaps, the 
personal satisfaction of being 
involved in something greater 
than themselves. 

“I enjoy working with all the 
other volunteers who want to 
share their love of the natural 
world and use birds as a symbol 
of that world,” writes volunteer 
Kathryn Craig. “I'm also very 
interested and concerned about 
climate change and support Audubon's 
strong position on the impact of climate 
change on birds and habitat.” 

Some of our volunteers have devoted 
years, or even decades, to Audubon's 
causes; Kathryn became involved two 
years ago by accident. “I suggested to a 
Trustee that Greater Cleveland Audubon 
should offer "bird-day" parties for 
children and poof! I was on the 
Education Committee.” Kathryn didn't 
complain but dove into the planning of 
our BIRDday parties and helped 

organize last October's successful Bird 
Quest. She is our Beaks station expert 
for our Bird Buddy and Scout Days. She 
also helped plan our scholarship 
program and has participated in several 
of our outreach efforts. 

Kathryn's background is in higher 
education so her interest in the 
Education Committee comes naturally. 
“I was the Director of the Career Center 
at Hiram College where I worked with 
students and employers to make career 

(Continued on page 2) 

Kathryn Craig helps Bird Buddy participants learn how 
woodpeckers and other birds use their beaks to get food. 

important “citizen science” giving the 
professionals a “snap shot” of the 
world’s population of birds.   

Each thing you do with our feathered 
friends in mind whether it is planting 
your garden, landscaping, donating 
funds or helping conserve and restore 
habitat helps preserve our planet and its 
natural resources.  

Thank you for caring and most of all 
for doing! 

—Jim Tomko, President 
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Short-eared Owl  (Asio flammeus) 
Here is the owl most easily observed  

because it is the most diurnal (daytime 
active) of our owls, preferring open 
grasslands and marshes so there are no 
trees to obscure our view.  

Short-eared owls (SEOW) roost on 
the ground either singly or in communal 
groups of up to 50 hidden in tall grass or 
thickets. This owl begins its activity 
about a half hour before sunset and may 
continue into the morning. On overcast 
days it may hunt at any time of the day. 
Unlike most owls that sit and wait for 
prey, the SEOW quarters its territory, 
listening and watching for its prey, then 
pouncing while on the wing! They often 
kite or hover over intended prey. The 
erratic, moth-like flight pattern is so 
distinctive that it can be identified from 
long distances.  

SEOWs’ plumage is a beautiful 
study in browns, tans, black and white. 
Its underside is pale streaked with brown 
while its upper parts are marbled in 
several shades of brown and creamy 
white. The yellow eye is outlined in a 
black triangle. The ears are very short 
feather tufts which are rarely seen 
erected. SEOWs are a medium-sized owl 
around 15 inches long with about a three
-foot wing span, weighing in at three 
quarters of a pound.  

SEOWs are one of the few owls that 
build their own nests. It is not much 
more than a shallow scrape on the 
ground lined with a few grasses and 
feathers. The female lays up to eleven 
eggs and incubates them for 21-31 days. 
The male will feed the female while she 
incubates, usually voles, but they will 
take any small mammal, bird, reptile, 
amphibian or large insect.  

SEOWs rarely nest in Ohio. Most 
depart for the north by the end of April. 
So now is the time to catch a glimpse of 
this amazing bird which we are not 
likely to see again until October. 

—Jim Tomko 

choices, prepare for graduate school and 
find internships and jobs.” She also 
loves to teach social media for 
professional development to adult 
students. 

If this does not keep her busy 
enough, she chairs a committee for 
United Way of Portage County, and 
distributes food to individuals and 
families for the 4Cs which serves 
Crestwood School District residents. She 
knits scarves and hats for the homeless 

Volunteers 
(Continued from page 1) 

and assists her husband with Rotary 
service projects and events. 

Kathryn is a beginning birder but 
hopes to improve over time. “Last 
winter, I took a birding class with the 
Portage Park District and plan to keep 
learning. If I could learn one new skill in 
retirement, it would be to sketch in 
nature. Any Audubon members who 
would like to offer a class for me and for 
others?” 

Kathryn lives in Hiram with her 
husband, Trustee Steve Zabor. 

—Alison DeBroux 

Leaders: John Lillich & Buster Banish 
We will be out rain or shine. Children 
with adults are welcome.   

April 10 
Gully Brook Park 
2100 River Road, Willoughby Hills, 
north of Eagle Rd. 

April 17 
Orchard Hills Park 
Caves Road, Chester Township, north of 
Mulberry 

April 24 
Frohring Meadows, 16780 Savage Road, 
Bainbridge Township 

May 1 
Squire Valleevue Farm, CWRU, 
Use entrance on Fairmount Road 

May 8 
White/North Property, 3160 Chagrin 
River Rd. (Corner of River Rd. & 
Shaker Blvd.) Park next to garages on 
right side of property 

May 15 
Squire Valleevue Farm, CWRU 
Enter through Valley Ridge Farm 
Valley Ridge Farm Drive is off Chagrin 
River Road, 0.7 miles north of 
Fairmount 

Gates Mills Bird Walks – 2016 
Sundays at 7:30 a.m. 

Starlings Starlings Starlings Starlings ----    you have to give them credit!you have to give them credit!you have to give them credit!you have to give them credit!    

I have a “squirrel 
proof” peanut bird 
feeder. It really works 
too!   

It consists of a wire 
mesh cylinder to hold 
the shelled peanuts 
which fits inside a 
sleeve consisting of a 
larger clear Plexiglas 
cylinder. It hangs 
vertically and the 
outside cylinder is counter-balanced so 
that a certain weight on it will slide it 
down, closing off access to the cylinder 
containing the peanuts. The amount of 
weight it takes to close this cylinder can 
be adjusted to deny access to larger 
creatures like squirrels. I have mine set 
to close with the weight of a chipmunk 
and larger creatures.  

Last week we had a heavy wet snow 
and the weight of the snow was enough 
to partially close the feeder. It was sort 
of free floating and teetering on closure. 

With the snow and the 
added weight of a 
medium-sized bird the 
feeder closed all the 
way. So when a 
European s tar l ing 
landed on the feeder it 
closed completely.  
This particular bird 
figured out how to grip 
onto the feeder and 
wedge its bill into a 

small gap. Then it opened its bill forcing 
the Plexiglas cylinder to slide up wide 
enough so that it could extract a peanut. 
It used its bill in reverse!  Instead of 
clamping down on an object the bird 
opened its bill to force its way in.  

This was a very clever bird resulting 
in the nice high calorie reward of a 
peanut on a cold snowy day. You have 
to give them a lot of credit for their 
ingenuity! 

—Jim Tomko 

Photo: M. Valencic 
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The SquawkThe SquawkThe SquawkThe Squawk    
Send your comments, questions,  

or complaints to 
info@clevelandaudubon.org  

Upcoming Events 

Hey Shutterbirds! 
The Audubon Society of Greater 

Cleveland is sponsoring our first ever 
photo contest. Youth and adult amateurs 
are encouraged to submit. Categories 
are: Birds, Landscapes, People in 
Nature, Fine Art in Nature, and Youth. 
A $15 donation for up to three photos is 
requested. There will be one Grand Prize 
and great prizes will be awarded to first 
through third place in each category! 
Complete rules and submission 
information will be available at 
www.clevelandaudubon.org later this 
month. 

Field TripsField TripsField TripsField Trips    Photo ContestPhoto ContestPhoto ContestPhoto Contest    
This time of year an earnest display 

is occurring at twilight that has gone on 
for centuries. The male woodcock is 
desperately trying to woo the hen to join 
him on his “peenting pad” where he 
takes off in a fantastic flight display 
showing his fitness to be a father. This 
begins as early as late March and 
continues sometimes through May. The 
courtship display is amazing to watch 
and the birds often will allow fairly 
close approach if there are quiet and 
motionless observers. Join us for an 
evening performance at the Novak 
Sanctuary parking lot located on the east 
side of Townline Rd. less than a mile 
north of St. Rt. 82 on the Aurora/Mantua 
border. 

 

April 16   8:30pm  

“Frog Slog ”  
Aurora Sanctuary 
 

March 26   9:00am  

“Wonderful Waterfowl ”  
Sandy Ridge Park  
 

The drakes are in their best plumage 
ready to strut their stuff in order to 
convince the hens that he is the one!  
Join us to see the spectacular plumage of 
the ducks, geese and swans that are 
migrating through our area right now.  A 
few species stay to nest while most are 
winging their way north in a hurry to 
claim the best territory to bring up a 
family. You will be dazzled by the 
colors of both the subtle females and 
ostentatious males!  Meet outside Sandy 
Ridge Park’s  Perry F. Johnson Wetland 
Center at 6195 Otten Road in North 
Ridgeville. 
 

April 9   7:30pm  

“Woodcock Watch ”  
Novak Sanctuary 

In case you missed it! 

The short-eared owl notwithstanding 
(see page 2), most owls are not typically 
diurnal (active in the daytime). But 
that’s not to say they are holed up 
sleeping all day. Diann Rucki captured 
this wide-awake barred owl on a sunny 
January afternoon in Bainbridge. 

February 14   8:00am  

“Great Backyard Bird Count”  
Aurora Sanctuary 

 
BRRRRR! Dear me it was cold!  

Zero degrees to start our walk but what 
beauty it was with all the snow crystals 
reflecting the welcome sunshine and the 
fluffy snow load captured on the 
branches. We were glad it was not 
windy to add to the chill.   

We saw 20 species of birds on this 
Great Backyard Bird Count hike. Marty 
found the most interesting sightings. The 
bird treasure was a brown creeper. But 

she also pointed out a rainbow-like 
partial halo at the nine o’clock position 
around the sun! After closer inspection 
we noticed that it was actually a double 
halo with a fainter one farther out. These 
halos are created by ice crystals in the 
atmosphere bending the light. If a 
viewer is at just the right angle there is a 
spectacular show of the refraction of 
“white” sunlight into their individual 
wavelengths just like what happens in 
producing a rainbow during a rain 
shower. We had a most amazing 
experience. 

—Jim Tomko 

The Backyard NaturalistThe Backyard NaturalistThe Backyard NaturalistThe Backyard Naturalist 

Speaker Series is currently on hiatus. If 
you have a presentation that would be of 
interest to our members or know 
someone who does, please contact 
education@clevelandaudubon.org for 
scheduling information. 

Did you know? 

Short-eared owls have been sighted on 
every continent in the world including 
oceanic islands except Australia and 
Antarctica!  This is a most cosmopolitan owl. 

In courtship or territory defense short-
eared owls engage in “wing clapping.”  They 
slap the tips of their wings together on the 
down-stroke, sounding like the crack of a 
whip or wooden blocks being clacked 
together. 

—Jim Tomko 

Photo: D. Rucki 

Photo: M. Valencic 
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A Wry SmileA Wry SmileA Wry SmileA Wry Smile    

Update on Project Snowstorm 

 

When I was a boy I was told that 

anybody could become President; 

I'm beginning to believe it. 

—Clarence Darrow 

A year ago Joe Malmisur proposed 
that the ASGC help fund a project to 
track the snowy owls that visit our area 
in the winter. The board agreed. A 
transmitter will cost $3000, but first we 
need an owl. Two years ago 168 owls 
were sighted, last year 80; this year they 
have been very few and far between, 
probably because it was so mild in early 
winter. 

A snowy at Burke Lakefront Airport 
was struck by a plane and had to be 
euthanized. Two owls at Hopkins have 
stayed out of the fray along with a 
variety of other owls and northern 
harriers. When owls get in harm's way 
they are trapped and fitted with a radio 
tracker so their whereabouts can be 
monitored. 

When we get “our” owl, we will 
have a contest to name it and perhaps it 

will have its own blog. Joe envisions a 
“Where's Waldo” type of thing where 
schoolchildren can help track it. 

—From the minutes 

Board of Trustees meeting,  01/26/16 

This owl was sighted at Cleveland Hopkins 
Airport on February 2nd. 

Photo: M. Valencic 

ASGC incorporating privacy policy into website 

Since we are operating a website and 
collecting personal data for the photo 
contest (see page 3) and other events, it 
is necessary to have a privacy policy so 
that people know what we are doing 
with their information. People need to 

know that they can trust our site. Sharon 
Swaney, who manages our website, says 
that we cannot 100% guarantee that our 
site can’t be hacked. We are taking the 
best possible precautions and the privacy 
policy is another step in that direction. 


