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Programs return to 
CMNH 

From the Nest… From the Nest… From the Nest… From the Nest…     
 
Kudos to the 30+ 

people who braved the 
snow on December 14th 
to hear Jim McCarty 
talk about birds and 
gardening. He helped 
us  be l ieve  tha t 
gardening—and spring—will return! For 
more SABN events, please see 
Upcoming Events on page 3. 

 

Board Meeting, 11/19 
 
The 2014 budget was 
approved, with expenses 

distributed (%) over the following major 
committees, which subsume all other 
active committees: 

1. Sanctuary: includes IBA and 
facilities/maintenance (29%); 

2. Educat ion:  inc ludes al l 
programming (30%); 

3. Development: includes publicity 
and newsletter (27%); 

4. Finance: includes, well, finance. 

ASGC NotablesASGC NotablesASGC NotablesASGC Notables    

John Lillich: self-taught  
naturalist & wood carver 

A sign reading 
“Lillich's Lair” 
d i r e c t s  a 
visitor to the 
dark brown 

house sitting well back from the road. 
John Lillich has lived most of his life on 
this property, nestled inside a crook of 
the Chagrin River in Willoughby Hills. 
From his back window, he can see 
across the river to the high cliff of the 
ASGC's Hach-Otis sanctuary. 

John learned the ways of the woods 
by spending time in them. As a child, he 
earned extra money by setting traplines; 
for winter entertainment, he fed the birds 
outside his windows. As the area's 
human population increased, he began to 
notice changes in the woods and became 
interested in conserving the Chagrin 
River Valley. 

“I was looking for like-minded 
people,” he says on his involvement in 
the Audubon Society. In an early 
contribution, he supervised the 
dedication of Hach-Otis as a State 
Nature Preserve in 1977. Serving two 
terms as ASGC president, John 
shepherded the organization into 
becoming a full-fledged chapter of the 
National Audubon Society. During his 

37+ years as trustee, John also served as 
Sanctuary Chair, single-handedly 
maintaining the trails in Hach-Otis, and 
he has been a familiar sight at Annual 
Meetings presenting the chapter's annual 
awards. 

John also turned into the “go-to” guy 
for the Willoughby Hills Planning 
Commission, with which he still 
volunteers. His crowning achievement is 
the city's Sensitive Areas Ordinance, a 
long-term project designed to “keep the 
Chagrin River Valley from being 
abused.” John enjoys seeing things get 
done, though certainly with the 
government, he says, “You have to be 
very patient.” 

John's patience extends to his hobby 
as a self-taught wood-carver. He started 

as an eight-year-
old with a 
pocket knife, 
making Indian 
willow whistles. 
He now harvests 
and dries his 
own wood to 
create intricate 
bird sculptures, 
turned bowls, 

(Continued on page 3) 

John and Carol vacationing 
in Bryce Canyon, Utah 

“I love the grain in wood.” 

OYBC starting  

NE Ohio chapter 

Any young birders out there? If you 
enjoy watching and learning about 
nature and birds, come check out the 
newest chapter of the Ohio Young 
Birders Club in Northeast Ohio! There 
will be an open house on January 11th 
from 12 - 1pm at the Rocky River 
Nature Center.  

Supported by Cleveland Metroparks 
and Black Swamp Bird Observatory, the 
new chapter gives students 12 - 18 years 
old opportunities to go birding with local 
experts and network with other kids who 
enjoy birding.  

The open house will provide students 
and their families with more information 
about upcoming activities, field trips and 
a chance to meet the advisors. 

Visit www.ohioyoungbirders.org or 
call 440-734-6660 for more information. 

. 

 

Other operations and insurance make 
up the rest of the budget. 

If you are interested in serving on a 
c o m m i t t e e ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l 
auduboncleveland@hotmail.com or call 
216-556-5441. 

—Alison DeBroux, Editor 

 

President’s Post 
 

I hope everyone enjoyed family and 
friends during the holidays and had time 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Snowy Owl (Nyctea scandiaca—
”Hedwig” for you Harry Potter fans) 

Tundra in Ohio? Yes! Visit Burke 
Lakefront Airport on a winter’s day and 
feel the winds whipping off the lake 
onto the flat, grassy plain, and you will 
agree that it is very similar to the tundra. 
Almost every year we have snowy owls 
visiting for a few day or weeks because 
this area so resembles their usual haunts. 

Snowy owls are one of the few day-
flying owls, partly because their normal 
habitat has daylight for nearly 24 hours a 
day. These are the biggest owls on the 
continent and a rival for the biggest in 
the world. They can reach close to two 
feet in length with a wingspan of almost 
five feet, and weigh up to five pounds.  

Adult males are white with sparse 
dark flecking while females and 
juveniles are quite spotted and barred. 
They look like a white mound with 
yellow eyes, helping them blend into a 
winter scene amazingly well.   

Snowy owls nest in a depression on 
the ground (as there are few trees on the 
tundra), where the female lays five to 
eight eggs, or occasionally up to 11 in 
years of abundant lemmings. She 
incubates the eggs for 32 days and then 

(Continued on page 3) 

Winter bird-feeding 

Carnivores like 
bird feeders too! 
Owls will prey on 
mice that frequent areas of seed spillage below 
feeders at night. Coopers and sharp-shinned 
hawks feed almost exclusively on birds so they 
visit our feeders also. Too bad they don’t concentrate exclusively on house sparrows 
and starlings. Put out your holiday turkey carcass on a raised platform feeder and you 
may attract a red-tailed hawk now or a turkey vulture when they return in the spring. 

—Jim Tomko 

Photo: Sandy Buckles 

All birds are 

welcome at 

the feeders! 

We were fortunate enough to get a mob of 
bluebirds at our feeders once. Many folks 
don’t realize that, like cardinals, many 
bluebirds stay here year-round.  

—Diann Rucki 
(Photo: Bill Rucki) 

Project Feeder Watch 
 
Project FeederWatch is a winter-

long survey of birds that visit feeders 
in backyards and other locations in 
North America. FeederWatchers 
periodically count the birds they see at 
their feeders from November to April 
and send their counts to Project 
FeederWatch. FeederWatch data help 
scientists track movements of winter 
bird populations and long-term trends 
in bird distribution and abundance. 

For a $15 participation fee, you 
will be sent a Research Kit with 
complete instructions for participating. 
You provide the feeder(s) and seed. 

Project FeederWatch is operated by 
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 
Bird Studies Canada. Visit 
feederwatch.org for more information. 

Birds often rely most heavily on feeders in winter, when 
natural food is scarce. Some species will take advantage of 
backyard refueling stations during spring and fall migrations. 
Choosing more than one feeder design and a variety of foods 
will prevent crowding at your backyard buffet. Keep birds 
coming back with three essential ingredients: the right mix of 
quality seed and other foods, a source of fresh water for 
drinking and bathing, and ample cover with native plants.  

Tube Feeder 
Choose a model with 
metal ports around the 
seed dispensers to deter 
squirrels.  
Seed: sunflower, mixed 
seed, safflower, peanuts 
Birds: chickadees, titmice, 
nuthatches, finches, siskins 

Suet Feeder 
You can make your own 
suet "pudding" by 
grinding suet and adding 
seeds. Create homemade 
suet feeders by packing 
the mixture into the 
crevices of large pine 

cones. 

Hopper Feeder 
Seed: safflower, 
sunflower, cracked corn  
Birds: smaller seed-eaters 
plus cardinals, blue jays, grackles, red-
winged blackbirds 

to come to one of our great events to 
learn about and enjoy nature. 

The first quarter of the year is filled 
with hikes, the Backyard Series, and a 
few special events. One that I would like 
to mention is Gary Langham’s visit in 
February. We are also working with 
WCAS and KBC to have a combined 
program in March. 

Take care and enjoy the winter 
season of snow and take a child or 
family to enjoy nature. 

—Mark J Demyan, President 

From the Nest… From the Nest… From the Nest… From the Nest…  
(Continued from page 1) 
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Upcoming Events 

January 25  3:00-5:00pm 

“New Years Gathering for Audubon 

Neighbors and Friends” 

Special Guest: Adam Wohlever, ODNR  
 
Join the Audubon trustees for dessert 
and conversation about the stewardship 
of our sanctuaries. Adam Wohlever of 
ODNR will be  our guest to answer your 
questions.  

February 22  3:00-5:00pm  

“The Heronry at Bath Road” 
Andrea Irland, Volunteer citizen 
scientist for the National Park Service 

 
All SABN programs are free and held at 

our Novak Education Center,  
382 Townline Road, Aurora.  

Visit our website at 
www.clevelandaudubon.org  

for directions and more information. 

Field TripsField TripsField TripsField Trips    
 

January 4  9:30am 

“Winter Track Walk” 

Aurora Sanctuary 

 
Help us read the stories in the snow. The 
local wildlife use our trails much more 
than we do but go unnoticed due to their 
secretive, alert and sometimes nocturnal 
habits. In the snow is the history of their 
comings and goings. Do we have fox or 
coyote? Are otters present? Did the 
flying squirrel land on the ground near 
that tree?  Meet at the parking lot on the 
north side of Pioneer Trail a few 
hundred yards east of Page Road in 
Aurora. 

 

February 15  9:30am  

“Great Backyard Bird Count”    

Aurora Sanctuary 

In Case You Missed It!  The SquawkThe SquawkThe SquawkThe Squawk    
“I'm writing to tell you what  
a great job I think you are doing  
with The House Wren. I very much liked 
the bit of history about the Hach/Otis 
Sanctuary, [and the] photographs of the 
turkeys in the [November] House Wren. 
They were great and I love that The 
House Wren is now printing things like 
that.” 

—Laurenda Messer 

 

Email thehousewren@gmail.com   

November 9—We hunted wild turkey 
(with binoculars not guns!) in early 
November but they saw us first! They 
did not want to risk a trip to the dinner 
table. As usual on this walk, we did not 
see a single turkey, but the youngest 
among our hikers spotted a turkey 
feather so we knew that they were there. 
We enjoyed a wonderful tour crunching 
and kicking leaves as we walked the 
Carriage House trail on the Mantua side 
of the Novak Sanctuary. The leaves 

were down, allowing easy spotting of 
the red-tailed hawk’s nest as we listened 
to chickadees, tufted titmouse, white-
breasted nuthatch, and red-bellied 
woodpeckers. The white-tailed deer rut 
was on, as evidenced by shredded tree 
bark where bucks practice sparring and 
shed the velvet on their antlers. The 
forest was rich in mast such as acorns, 
hickory nuts, beechnuts, ash and tulip 
tree seed. These wild turkeys have a 
great place to live. 

—Jim Tomko 

protects the owlets, keeping them warm and safe, while capturing 
prey around the nest. The male travels to distant hunting grounds 
to bring back prey, which includes mice, rabbits, grouse, 
ptarmigans and water birds, in addition to lemmings. 

Our Ohio visitors are almost exclusively juveniles that have 
been pushed off territories, probably due to the collapse of the 
lemming population which happens every four to six years. Often 
they arrive emaciated and weak, and many will perish as they are 
not yet adept at hunting. It is important to not disturb these weary 
birds as they need to save their energy to seize that squirrel or rat. 
Please be satisfied with photographs or observation through your 
binoculars or spotting scopes. But do get out there right now 
because this is a banner year for snowy owls in Ohio!     

Jim Tomko 

Snowy Owl 
(Continued from page 2) 

and the carved mantelpiece in his 
family room. Often teaching himself 
a new process as he goes, each piece 
may take months to finish. His work 
has won numerous awards, and he 
has donated pieces for various 
fundraisers.  

After retiring from Lubrizol in 1997 as a Senior Systems 
Analyst, John and second wife Carol have enjoyed traveling. 
On a recent trip they set out on a quest for turquoise jewelry in 
the desert Southwest, and ended in Glacier National Park in 
Montana. 

But home is where John's heart truly lies. The best day is 
one he can spend traipsing through the Hach-Otis woods, a 
chainsaw strapped to his back. 

John Lillich 
(Continued from page 1) 

A work in progress 

Wednesday Nights at CMNHWednesday Nights at CMNHWednesday Nights at CMNHWednesday Nights at CMNH    
February 19  7:00pm 

“Birds and Climate Presentation” 

Gary Langham, Chief Scientist for the National Audubon Society  
Audubon’s Birds and Climate modeling report will present findings on expected future 
impacts to birds as a result of climate change.   

CMNH Programs are held in the Rare Book Room. There may be a small charge. 
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A Wry SmileA Wry SmileA Wry SmileA Wry Smile    
 
 
New Year's Resolution:  
To tolerate fools more gladly, provided 
this does not encourage them to take up 
more of my time.  

 
—James Agate   

Unless we act quickly, bald and 
golden eagles face 30 years of death and 
injury at the hands of wind power 
companies. Instead of protecting our 
national symbol, the Interior Department 
announced in early December a new rule 
that would grant wind energy companies 
30-year permits to kill bald and golden 
eagles. By doing so, Interior squandered 
an important chance to encourage more 
rapid adoption of technologies and 
practices that would make wind farms 
far more bird friendly.  

Wind farms are often placed in the 
path of eagle migration routes and 
dozens perish every year as they collide 
with invisibly whirling blades and high 
towers. Newer technology and siting 
information are available that could pose 
less risk to birds, but Interior’s action 
has given the wind industry every reason 
to dawdle. As a result, hundreds more 
eagles will sustain horrible injuries and 
death.  

Audubon strongly supports properly-

sited wind power as a clean alternative 
energy source that reduces the threat of 
climate change. Wind energy is an 
important piece of moving America 
beyond fossil fuels. But it is possible for 
wind farms and birds to co-exist more 
peacefully. Sadly, if Interior’s plan goes 
forward, that will not be the case. 

 

Call to Action 
Send a message to the Interior 

Department online or via mail to: 
Secretary Sally Jewell, Department of 
the Interior, 1849 C Street, N.W., 
Washington DC 20240 

—Source: National Audubon Society 

30-year permit 

guarantees  

eagle deaths 


