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SEE INSIDE THIS SEE INSIDE THIS SEE INSIDE THIS SEE INSIDE THIS 

EDITIONEDITIONEDITIONEDITION    

From the Nest… From the Nest… From the Nest… From the Nest…     
 
The person who returned our Annual 

Appeal letter, unopened, with the words, 
“You send way to [sic] much mail—
RTS Refused” on it is not the person I 
expect to be reading this. (Of course he 
isn't; I removed him from our mailing 
list pronto.) But this indicates a potential 
confusion among our other members as 
well. 

In a nutshell, we are NOT the 
National Audubon Society (NAS). 

Though we are a chapter 
of the NAS, we are a 
wholly separate entity. 
When you join the NAS, 

you are placed in a local chapter based 
on your zip code. This gives you the 
opportunity to participate in local events 
and hear local information. But mailings 
you get from them have nothing to do 
with us. 

We do not have a magazine. We do 
not send out membership renewal 
reminders. We do not send out monthly 
promotions or emergency funding 

requests. 
The only mailings you get from us 

are this newsletter nine times a year and 
one yearly appeal. That is all. If this is 
still too much mail for you, please let us 
know. We do not want to send anyone 
anything they do not want. It costs us 
money and, apparently, the goodwill of 
certain of our members. 

My heartfelt thanks to those who did 
respond positively to our Annual 
Appeal. We appreciate you! 

—Alison DeBroux, Editor 

 

ASGC NotablesASGC NotablesASGC NotablesASGC Notables    
Unsung heroes oversee  
Ed Center & sanctuary  

Have you wondered who keeps the 
Novak Education Center clean and 
repaired, or the Novak Sanctuary trails 
free of debris? Probably not. Elves must 
come along each night, maybe, and do it 
all. 

That's why I call Mark and Wendy 
Magree the ASGC's unsung heroes. 
They undertake all the crucial tasks that 
make the Ed Center a comfortable 
meeting place and the trails a well-
maintained joy to walk. 

Before each program at the Ed 
Center, Mark cleans the bathrooms and 
the floor; sets up chairs, tables and any 
other needed equipment; turns on the 
heat and lights; opens the window 
blinds; clears the upper and lower 
parking lots of snow and mows the path 
from the lower lot. Wendy, meanwhile, 
has worked her magic on the snacks 
table, setting out a tempting array of 
sweet and savory treats, coffee, plates 
and napkins, and home-grown dahlias or 

seasonal gourds in a pleasing display. 
Who wouldn't come to a Backyard 
Naturalist program just for the eats? 

Mark is a builder and handyman by 
trade, and often puts these skills to use 
in service to ASGC. When the Ed 
Center's bathroom roof sprung a leak, 
Mark replaced and painted the ceiling 
and drywall and you wouldn't even 
know anything had happened. He has 
also built the 25 bluebird houses 
sprinkled throughout the sanctuary, and 
has another 20 that are ready to be 
installed in the Aurora Sanctuary. 

Wendy has taken up gardening, and 
the couple has 
plans to work 
more with the 
gardens around 
the Ed Center 
this year. They 
hope this will 
encourage more 
p e o p l e  t o 
garden with 
native plants. 

Mark's appreciation of birds and 
nature began at a young age. He 
remembers “banging his way out the 
screen door in nothing but diapers” as 

(Continued on page 2) 

Novak caretakers Wendy and Mark 
Magree at home. 

Kiera, the 3rd “caretaker” 

Bill Thompson III comes to 

CMNH April 1st 

Bill Thompson III has been birding 
for four decades and in that time he has 
h a d  s o m e— ummm— u n u s u a l 
experiences, met some unusual people, 
and learned a great many lessons (the 
hard way) about birding and human 
nature.  

He's been on the editorial team of 
Bird Watcher’s Digest since May of 
1988, and during that time has watched 
birds in 49 U.S. states (still missing 
Hawaii) and more than 30 countries. He 
is the president and a founding board 
member of The Ohio Ornithological 
Society, and also serves on the board of 
directors for the Roger Tory Peterson 
Institute. He is devoted to introducing 
kids to nature and birding. 

If you don't laugh at least once 
during this talk, Bill will clean the 
binoculars of everyone present. 

If my Valentine were  
a bird… 
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Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides villosus) 
 
Often confused with its smaller 

relative, the downy woodpecker, the 
hairy woodpecker is bigger and more 
powerful but otherwise almost a 
lookalike! The prime distinguishing field 
mark is the longer, sturdier bill. The 
hairy has a bill that is longer than its 
head, whereas the downy's bill is shorter 
than its head. 

Most hairy woodpeckers have no 
black spots on the white outer tail 
feathers while the downy is spotted. 
These are the only woodpeckers in our 
area with a completely white back. The 
males of both species have a slash of red 
on their napes. 

Hairy woodpeckers are reclusive 
birds preferring the mature forests. They 
do not, as a rule, mingle in mixed 
feeding flocks like downy woodpeckers 
do. 

Right now hairy woodpeckers are 
beginning their courtship by drumming 
on limbs and trunks letting others know 
they are ready to take a mate and to 
establish territory boundaries against 
their rivals. They have a fascinating 
courtship display where interested pairs 
hover for an instant in front of each 
other making a soft clapping sound with 
their wings. 

Males and females excavate a cavity 
five to 50 feet above the ground, though 
the male does most of the work. Three to 
six white eggs are laid in April on the 
wood chips in the bottom of the cavity.  
No extra material is added to the nest. 
Both sexes incubate the eggs for 11 to 
14 days. The male takes the night shift 
while they alternate during the day. 
Nestlings fledge in 28 to 30 days. 

Their diet of beetles and larva helps 

(Continued on page 3) 

soon as he could walk, in order to enjoy 
the out-of-doors. His father was a birder 
and his sister taught high school biology, 
so he comes to it naturally. 

Before moving to the old farmhouse 
on the Novak estate, the Magrees lived 
just down the road on Townline. Now, 
he says, it's so much easier, “I don't even 
have to start the car” to get out into the 
woods every day. If you want to know 
what's going on in the Novak Sanctuary, 
just ask Mark. He'll tell you where to 
find the bluebirds and he's the first to 
note the yearly presence of the resident 
eagle pair. 

The Audubon Society of Greater 
Cleveland didn't really want to be 

Unsung heroes 
(Continued from page 1) 

landlords, but the house across the street 
from the Ed Center was part of the 
Novak bequest. Following significant 
renovation, it's a comfortable, lovely 
home. After finding out about it from 
then president Nancy Adams and 
remodeling contractor Mark Demyan, 
the Magrees couldn't wait to make it 
their own, gladly shouldering the care-
taking responsibilities that accompanied 
the lease. 

After each program, the elves 
perform their magic again. The chairs 
are put away, the trash taken out, the 
heat and lights turned off. Under Mark's 
and Wendy's (and Kiera’s) watchful 
eyes, the Ed Center is ready for another 
day. 

—Alison DeBroux 

If your Valentine were a bird... 

If my Valentine were a bird, he'd be a 
California condor. He's the strong silent 
type—very rare these days. Though he's 
not quite bald yet... 

—Alison DeBroux  

If my Valentine were a bird she'd be a crow - smart and resourceful. 
—Jim DeBroux 

If my Valentine were a bird, he'd be a black capped chickadee 
because he always comes all dressed up for dinner in his 
tuxedo.            —Donna Roberto  

My bird valentine would be a Hooded Merganser. Well, come on, she has it all! She is 
beautiful in a demure way.  She is graceful and can match my actions move for move.  
She is usually quiet and can blend into the background or shift gears and fully 
participate in magnificent courtship rituals! She can swim, dive, fly and walk. And she 
is smart-she has enough sense to nest in a protected cavity instead of out in the open. 
Can you hope for anything better?              —Jim Tomko 

My valentine would be a bluebird...... 
quite cheeky but very handsome! 

—Laurenda Messer 

ASGC launches 2015 high 

school scholarship program 

The Audubon Society of Greater 
Cleveland is pleased to announce that 
we are offering five scholarships in the 
amount of $1000 each to graduating 
seniors interested in pursuing a degree in 
the natural sciences. 

If you know a graduating senior, or 
are one, the application is now available 
at over 70 high schools in our service 
area. You can also download the 
application from our website or request 
i t  via  email  from audubon 
cleveland@hotmail.com. 

Good luck! 

Call for submissions 

The House Wren is looking for 
volunteer writers and photographers. We 
do not have a staff so depend on 
submissions from anyone with an 
interesting story to tell or photo to share.  

Do you know someone who works 
behind the scenes for birds or the 
environment? We want to hear about it!  

Do you have a great photo you’d like 
to share?  

Writing skill and creativity are not 
particularly necessary. Just get your 
story out there! Your name in print! 
S e nd  s ubmi s s i o n s  t o  a ud u 
boncleveland@hotmail.com. 
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The SquawkThe SquawkThe SquawkThe Squawk    
 

Send your comments, questions, or 
complaints to 

auduboncleveland@hotmail.com    

In Case You Missed It!  

“Winter Track Walk”  

Moebius Nature Center 1/17/15 
 
A fantastic January thaw with our 
favorite star (the sun) shining brightly 
gave us warm temperatures and pleasant 
hiking through four or five inches of 
snow!  Unfortunately there was not any 
new snow to capture sharp impressions, 
but we identified squirrel, mouse, dog 
and human tracks (some with sleds and 
some with cross country skis). White 
tailed deer tracks crisscrossed our path 
throughout the hike. We saw where a 
squirrel had been digging into one of its 

larders beneath the snow cover. Under 
the bridge, on the ice, Gene found some 
mink tracks but they were collapsing and 
melting so it was difficult to identify.  
He also found where a deer had bedded 
down the night before. Kenny pointed 
out some trunks and branches that had 
the bark gnawed off by squirrels trying 
to reach the layer of food source just 
below the bark. We had a fun group of 
hikers and would like to thank Aurora 
Conservation Council’s Moebius Nature 
Center for hosting us and providing 
cocoa, donuts, and cookies at the end of 
our hike. 

—Jim Tomko 

keep wood boring insects under control. 
They also eat other insects, berries, 
seeds and suet at feeding stations. 

Look for them in the forest this 
month and you may be lucky enough to 
witness their courtship display. 

—Jim Tomko 

Hairy woodpecker 
(Continued from page 2) 

Upcoming Events 

February 21   3:00pm  

“Endangered Avian Species”   

Stan Searles, Director 
Global Connections 
 
Highlighting success stories (eagles, 
falcons, and others), the species that are 
in direct peril and why, and the ones 
whose future is still unknown. Stan was 
directly involved with the reintroduction 
of trumpeter swans in Ohio and Andean 
condors in Venezuela and will discuss 
these two programs along with some 
current projects ongoing in Russia, 
China and North Korea, including the 
Asian vulture crisis, its beginning and 
current status. Audience discussion will 

February 15   9:30am  

“Great Backyard Bird Count”   

Aurora Sanctuary 
 
The Great Backyard Bird Count is a four
-day, world-wide event sponsored by the 
National Audubon Society, the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology and Bird Studies 
Canada where participants count birds in 
an area for at least 15 minutes or for as 
long as they wish and submit it on line 
to birdcount.org. You may count right 
out your kitchen window or join us for 
our winter bird survey where we do a 
two-mile hike counting every bird we 
see or hear. The more eyes and ears the 
better! Meet at the parking lot on the 
north side of Pioneer trail a few hundred 
yards east of Page Road in Aurora. 
 

March 28   9:30am  

“Waterfowl Wander”   

Ladue Reservoir  

Field TripsField TripsField TripsField Trips    The Backyard NaturalistThe Backyard NaturalistThe Backyard NaturalistThe Backyard Naturalist    

follow including steps that can be taken 
both locally and internationally. 

 

March 28  3:00pm  

Jason Van Houten 
Rural-Urban Interface Forester 
Ohio Division of Forestry 
 
Jason will discuss how small woodlot 
owners can affect bird habitat and offset 
forest fragmentation. 
 

The Backyard Naturalist is a free 
program and held at our  
Novak Education Center,  
382 Townline Road, Aurora.  

 

More Perils & Pitfalls of BirdingMore Perils & Pitfalls of BirdingMore Perils & Pitfalls of BirdingMore Perils & Pitfalls of Birding    
April 1  7:30pm  CMNH Auditorium 

Featured speaker: Bill Thompson III, Editor, Bird Watchers Digest 

Bill tells tales of birds, birders, and the amazing things that happen when you're out 
there watching.  

Why are they called downy and hairy woodpeckers?  Well, in 
order to earn a living, they are constantly involved in the dusty 
work of drilling and chipping wood. If humans were involved in 
this activity, they would have to wear a breathing mask or a 
respirator. These two woodpeckers have, as most woodpeckers 
do, a tuft of filamentous feathers that cover their nostrils, 
filtering their breathing.  In downys it is downy and in hairys it is 
hairy! 

—Jim Tomko 

Did You Know? 

Put feeders in a location you don’t mind visiting to refill 
(think about walking through snow, access to seed, etc.). 

Move feeders periodically to prevent build-up of waste. 
Put a feeder near (but not over) a water feature. 
Noise and too much action, like along a sidewalk or street, 

will be deterrents for birds and possibly even dangerous if they 
fly out in front of a fast moving car. 

(Excerpted from http://www.birds.cornell.edu/citsci/take-
action/2014/11/dos-and-donts-of-feeder-placement/ ) 

Other hints when placing feeders: 
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A Wry SmileA Wry SmileA Wry SmileA Wry Smile    
 
Romance is thinking about your 
significant other when you are supposed 
to be thinking about something else. 

—Nicholas  Sparks  

Squirrels often cause problems by 
chewing through feeders and preventing 
birds from visiting, so you may need a 
strategy for baffling these rodents. Many 
people use a shepherd's hook with a 
barrier on the pole preventing squirrels 
from accessing the feeder (see above 
photo). Suspending a feeder from a 
cable that stretches across an open space 
is another option, though some squirrels 
learn to walk the tightrope. Although 

different birds prefer feeding at different 
heights, a rule of thumb for a backyard 
feeder is to hang it from 5 to 8 ft off the 
ground. Some people hang feeders in 
trees, but this makes it much easier for 
squirrels to gain access. A baffle above 
the feeder can help deter squirrels, as 
can putting the feeder out of their jump 
zone (they can jump from 8-10 feet 
sideways). 

(Excerpted from 

www.birds.cornell.edu/ ) 

Take the pledge:  
Keep your cats indoors 

If you take no other action for birds this year, consider 
this one: Keep your cats indoors or on a leash at all times. 
Free-roaming cats are the largest source of direct, human-
caused bird mortality, taking far more than a billion birds 
each year in the U.S. alone. If you've already taken this step toward responsible pet 
ownership, thank you! 

There are public and other wildlife health concerns too. A new study found that a 
large percentage of white-tailed deer in Greater Cleveland, Ohio, are infected with 
toxoplasma gondii, a parasite perpetuated by cats. The findings suggest widespread 
environmental contamination. Two hundred free-roaming cats and 444 white-tailed 
deer were tested for the parasite, which causes toxoplasmosis. Almost 60 percent (261) 
of the deer showed evidence of infection and more than 50 percent (103) of the studied 
cats tested positive. See www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/releases/141223.html. 

Baffle the competition 


