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ANNUAL MEETING  

 

 The Society held its annual meeting on June 6, 2009 at 

Holden Arboretumôs Lantern Court in Kirtland. The 

weather was perfect for the walks led by ASGC Trustees 

Jim Tomko and John Lillich. Although the Society has 

had annual meetings at Holden in the past, this was the 

first at Lantern Court and the warm setting and helpful 

people at Holden set the tone for an enjoyable afternoon. 

 Highlights of the meeting: 

 - President Penny Orr reported on the yearôs activities. A 

copy of the Societyôs 2008 annual report can be viewed 

on our website at www.clevelandaudubon.org by clicking 

on the tab marked ñannual reportò. 

 - The Society re-elected trustees Darhl Foreman, Marty 

Mangano, Mary Salomon and Jim Tomko and elected 

new trustees Stacey Heffernan and Alison DeBroux. 

 - President Penny Orr, Vice President Nancy Adams, 

Secretary Diann Rucki and Treasurer Steve Zabor were re

-elected. 

 - The Society presented its Award of Merit to Gay 

Baumgartner in recognition of her invaluable service as 

leader of the Societyôs strategic planning retreats and her 

help in defining the Societyôs objectives and needs. 

 - The Society presented its Warner Seeley Award to 

Diann Rucki and Jonathan Hull for their tireless efforts in 

the wake of the Societyôs losses of key members in the 

last two years. 

 This yearôs excellent catered dinner featured desserts 

prepared by ASGC volunteer Elaine Langlais who for-

merly prepared such delights at Ursuline College. The 

wonderful pastries were a perfect ending, but members 

had to be quick on their feet as they disappeared rapidly! 

Thanks Elaine! 

 After dinner, Dr. Tim Matson, Curator of Vertebrate 

Zoology at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History pre-

sented a talk and 

slide show about 

his field research on 

mudpuppy and am-

phibian declines in 

Northeast Ohio. 

 Our many thanks 

to vice president 

Nancy Adams for 

o r ga n i z i n g  t h i s 

grand event. 

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 
 

BIRDS, BUILDINGS, BRIDGES, BARRIERS & 
BASEBALL - PERILS AND POSSIBIITIES FOR 

BIRDS IN URBAN LANDSCAPES  
 

Harvey Webster  
Director, Wildlife Resources 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
 

Wednesday, September 9, 2009 - 7:00 P.M. 
Rare Book Room  

Cleveland Museum of Natural History  
 

 Urban centers with brightly lit tall skyscrapers, acres 

of reflective glass, communication towers and, increas-

ingly, wind turbines pose tremendous challenges and bar-

riers to migratory birds. At the same time opportunistic 

bird species have colonized urban buildings and bridges 

and seem to thrive in the urban landscape. This program 

will explore this tale of two cities and both suggest ways 

of mitigation the dangers posed by urban centers as well 

as celebrate the avian success stories here in Cleveland. 

 In addition to his position at CMNH, Harvey Webster 

is a Trustee of the ASGC. His expertise in this field was 

put to the test this summer when the Cleveland Indiansô 

ballpark was inundated with gulls. Seeking an answer to 

the problem, the Plain Dealer contacted Harvey whose 

amusing and informative answer appeared in the PD 

sports section. Join us for what promises to be an infor-

mative and entertaining evening. 

 
SEPTEMBER FIELD OUTING 

Led by Jim Tomko  

Fringed Gentian:  Jewels of Autumn!   
Where: Aurora Audubon Pioneer Trail Sanctuary 

When: Saturday, September 26 at 10:00 a.m. 

 Join us on our annual jaunt to view one of the last 

(and quite rare) wildflowers of the season to bloom.  This 

amazing biennial will dazzle you if we are lucky enough 

to have a sunny September day.  A fantastic shade of pur-

ple with the delicate fringed petals will make you glad to 

have made the hike.  Wear waterproof footwear as this 

prairie bloom likes to keep its feet slightly wet!  Meet at 

the parking lot on the south side of Pioneer Trail just a 

few hundred yards east of Page Road in Aurora. 
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As the Society moved its office from Public Square to the 

Education Center in Aurora, the ASGC found itself re-

viewing files from our past. This reawakened an interest 

in our history. Luckily, long time member and past presi-

dent David Swetland agreed to share his knowledge of 

our origins and sent in this article: 

 

THE ORIGIN OF THE CL EVELAND BIRD CLUB  

AND ITS SUCCESSOR, THE AUDUBON SOCIETY 

OF GREATER CLEVELAND  

 

 Sometime in the late eighteen hundreds, a lady came 

to Cleveland from Switzerland and became the private 

secretary for John D. Rockefeller. Rockefeller then lived 

near the intersection of Mayfield and Lee Roads in a 

leafy wonderland of trees and birds on John D.ôs private 

golf course. I know this from photographs taken at this 

time of John D. and his golfing companions. My grandfa-

ther, Billy Wightman, was one of them. The lady from 

Switzerland was S. Louise Patteson. She was not a mem-

ber of this group, but as Rockefellerôs secretary, she had 

access to his grounds and studied the birds. She soon be-

came known as a ñlover of birdsò and set up shop in 

some voting booths she bought to place on the Rockefel-

ler grounds and there served tea to her birding compan-

ions after their early morning bird walks. 

 When Lady Patteson died, her friends wished to me-

morialize her by commissioning a statue in her honor. 

Many, including 

school  chi ldren, 

helped fund the me-

morial. Among the 

contributors was 

Stella M. Antisdale, 

friend and promoter 

of the memorial. An 

artist was selected, 

Frank Jirouch, a 

well-known Cleve-

land sculptor, and a 

statue of a young 

g i r l  r u n n i n g  i n 

spring winds was 

created and cast in 

bronze. 

 First, the statue 

was placed on city 

property near Cov-

entry and the lower 

Shaker Lake. How-

ever, because it was 

being vandalized 

there, it was moved to the Fine Arts Garden near the 

Cleveland Museum of Art. 

 T h e  m e m o r i a l 

statue was dedicated in 

Oc t o b e r  o f  1 9 2 9 . 

Many were in atten-

dance, including Dean 

Finfrock of Western 

Reserve law school. 

Dean Finfrock ac-

cepted the gift on be-

half of the City of 

Cleveland. The sculp-

tor, many friends of 

Mrs.  Pat teson and 

Stella Antisdale were 

in the audience. Stella 

Antisdale spoke of the 

signif icance of the 

statue saying, ñThis 

s t a t u e  r e p r e s e n t s 

spring as a young maiden racing in the wind, bringing 

with her the birds. The wand in her right hand signifies 

the awakening of all nature, her left hand holds the first 

bouquet of spring flowers.ò 

 That Memorial Committee became the progenitor of 

todayôs Audubon Society of Greater Cleveland. The Me-

morial Committee continued its interest in the statue but 

wanted to extend the scope of interest of the group that 

commissioned it and changed its name to the Cleveland 

Bird Club. The Bird Club existed in name only until 1939 

when it adopted a constitution and by-laws written by 

Stella Antisdale. 

 The statue again was celebrated in 1959, its 30th birth-

day, when Ike Walts, Secretary of the Bird Club, re-

corded its long history, giving full credit to Stella An-

tisdale for her persistence of sixty-odd years in forming a 

club for protection of birds. The morphing of the Bird 

Club into the Audubon Society in 1950 was a controver-

sial move fostered by this writer. Some still do not accept 

the loss of the Bird Club but, by and large, it is accepted. 

The rationale for the change was expansion of its field of 

interest. Some thought it would lose its identity, but ex-

amination of the latest annual report of the Audubon So-

ciety of Greater Cleveland reveals that has not happened. 

The Society has grown and prospered. They now own 

four sanctuaries comprising 600-plus acres, have built 

their own headquarters in one of the sanctuaries, have 

fostered multiple committees with many duties including 

lengthy reports, have many workers participating in plans 

and responsibilities, and hold frequent meetings all about 

birds. Democracy prevails. Stella Antisdale would be 

proud. Her persistence has paid off in many ways. 

 

     David W. Swetland 

     President 1950-1956 

The memorial statue of a young girl welcom-
ing spring commissioned by the forerunner of 
the ASGC 


